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Cookley & WALPOLE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A Meeting of the Parish Council was held at 7-30pm at the Pavilion, Walpole on 
Tuesday, September 23rd 2025. 

 
     Minutes: 
Present:  

Cllr. R. Chase (Chair); Cllr. C. Leggett (Vice-Chair); Cllr. L. Andrews; Cllr. J. Henson; 
Cllr. J. Lewis; Cllr. Z. Mair and Cllr. A. Thomas:  

Also Present: 

Paul Widdowson (Clerk); County Cllr. S. Burroughes (Left 8-09pm) and one 
parishioner: 

1) Apologies: 

Cllr. M. Porter and Cllr. J. Winter gave their apologies which were accepted by the 
Councillors. 

District Cllr. J. Ewart gave her apologies. 

2) To receive declarations of interest: 

Cllr. J. Henson declared an interest in the Allotments, Neave Close and the Pear Tree 
Centre. 
 
Cllr. J. Lewis declared an interest as an employee of Suffolk County Council. 
 
Cllr. Z. Mair declared an interest in the Walpole and Cookley Playing Fields Trust.  
 
3) Requests for dispensations: 
 
There were no requests for dispensations. 

4) To receive a report from the County and District Councillors: 

County Cllr. S. Burroughes and District Cllr. J. Ewart both sent written reports to the 
meeting. 

County Cllr. S. Burroughes said that Suffolk County Council had voted for the one 
unitary council model for Suffolk to be put forward to the Government as part of the 
local government reorganisation. He noted that the District Councils believed that a 
three unitary council model for Suffolk should be put forward to the Government as 
part of the local government reorganisation. County Cllr. S. Burroughes said that both 
proposals had to be with the Government by September 26th 2025. He said that he 
believed that elections for the new Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk would be taking place 
in May 2026. 

County Cllr. S. Burroughes reported that the speed limit through Saxtead on the A1120 
had been reduced from 60mph to 40mph and he was asking the Police to increase the 



Page 2 of 4 
 

enforcement of speed limits in the area. He said that there were new bus services in 
Suffolk and if the Parish Council had any potential routes to run through Walpole then 
he recommended that the Parish Council informed Suffolk County Council. 

County Cllr. S. Burroughes reported that he had funded two speeding surveys and 
asked the Parish Council to decide the locations of the surveys. Finally, County Cllr. 
S. Burroughes wished the Clerk well in the future as it was his last regular meeting. 

5) Public Session: Members of the public have fifteen minutes to ask 
questions on topics on the agenda. 

Councillors discussed the amount of traffic going through Cookley when other roads 
were closed with a suggestion that the road through Cookley should be designated a 
‘Quiet Lane’. County Cllr. S. Burroughes advised that any problems on the roads 
should be reported to Suffolk Highways. 

6) To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on July 15th 2025 
and the Extra-Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on August 4th 2025: 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on July 15th 2025 were agreed. 

Proposer: Cllr. C. Leggett:   Seconder: Cllr. L. Andrews: 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Extra-Ordinary Meeting held on August 4th 2025 
were agreed. 

Proposer: Cllr. C. Leggett:   Seconder: Cllr. L. Andrews: 

7) Highways: 

It was noted that there were many road diversions currently.  

8) Training: 

Cllr. Z. Mair reported that she hoped to set a date on a Saturday in October or 
November with the trainer for the First Aid Course.  

9) Buildings at Risk: 

Councillors discussed Buildings at Risk including the Village School Building. County 
Cllr. S. Burroughes said that Suffolk County Council was still deciding the future of the 
building and once a week, the County Council visited the building.  

10) Neave Close: 

Cllr. J. Henson reported that she had received a letter from Flagship and they were 
hoping to progress on the plans soon. 
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11) Insurance Renewal 2025-2026: 

The Clerk explained that the new Insurance Renewal Quote was £540-03 or if the 
Parish Council accepted a Three-Year Long-Term Undertaking the Renewal Quote 
was £519-71.  
 
The Clerk said that as some criteria had changed, he would be contacting the insurers 
and this may change the quote. 
 
Councillors agreed to enter into a Three-Year Long-Term Undertaking and to pay the 
Community Action Suffolk Insurance Renewal Premium due after the changes to the 
criteria had been made for 2025-2026.  

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder:  Cllr. C. Leggett:  

12) Donation to Walpole Chapel: 

Cllr. A. Thomas declared an interest in the Walpole Chapel at this point in the meeting. 

After some discussion, Councillors agreed to consider making a donation to the 
Walpole Chapel in March. 

13) Clerk’s Pay: 

Councillors agreed to pay the backpay for Point 17 on the Local Government Services 
Clerk’s Pay Scale 2025-2026 from April 1st 2025 and to pay any other associated costs. 

Proposer: Cllr. Z. Mair:   Seconder: Cllr. A. Thomas: 

14) Planning Matters: 

The Clerk reported that there were no planning matters. 

15) Clerk’s Report, Correspondence and Donations: 

The Clerk reported that he had received the Information Commissioner Fee 2025-2026 
Invoice. Councillors agreed to pay the £52 Fee. 

Proposer: Cllr. C. Leggett:  Seconder: Cllr. Z. Mair:  

The Clerk said that he had received a letter from Barclays Bank reporting that the 
Interest Rate had reduced by 0.1% from 1.2% to 1.1%. He noted that the External 
Auditor had sent an email confirming the receipt of the Notification of Exempt Status. 
The Clerk said that he had also received emails from Suffolk Cloud, East Suffolk 
Council Planning with a ‘Planning for the Future Consultation’ and a reminder from the 
Pensions Regulator regarding re-enrolment with a deadline of March 26th 2026.  

16) Financial Report: 

a) Balances at the Bank on September 7th 2025: 

Business Community Account     £6 785-68 
Business Savings Account      £11 418-55 
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b) Payments and Receipts: 

Payments: 

SO    Maintenance Contract – October 2025  £220-00 
SO    Maintenance Contract – November 2025 £220-00 
Internet Banking  Clerk’s Salary for July until September 2025 £1176-24 
Internet Banking  Clerk’s Expenses for July until Sept 2025 £50-00 
Internet Banking  Information Commissioner’s Fee   £52-00 
Internet Banking  Insurance 2025-2026    £TBA 

Receipts: 

BACS   Cemetery Headstone     £185-00 
BACS   Bank Interest – September 2025    £37-90 

The Financial Report was accepted. 

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder:  Cllr. J. Lewis:  

17) To receive reports and to agree matters regarding  

Footpaths; 

It was reported that the footpaths had no problems.  

Trees; 

There was no report. 

Cemetery: 

The Clerk reported that £185 had been received for a new Headstone. 

Allotments: 

Cllr. J. Henson reported that it had been a very good year for apples and they were 
being made into apple juice with the money raised given to the Walpole and Cookley 
Playing Field Trust. 

18) To receive agenda items for the next Parish Council Meeting: 

It was agreed to put the Cemetery Fees and Co-option of a Councillor on the agenda 
for the next Parish Council Meeting on October 21st 2025. It was also noted that there 
would be a Parish Council Meeting on November 18th 2025. 

The Meeting ended at 9-05pm. 

 
 


