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Cookley & WALPOLE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A Meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Pavilion, Walpole at 7-30pm on 
Tuesday, January 18th 2022.  
 
     Minutes: 
 
Present:  
 
Cllr. R. Chase (Chairman); Cllr. C. Leggett (Vice-Chairman); Cllr. J. Lewis (Left 9pm); 
Cllr. Z. Mair; Cllr. C. Northover; Cllr. M. Porter and Cllr. J. Winter: 
 
Also Present: 
 
Paul Widdowson (Clerk) and Two Parishioners (One left at 8-05pm and one left at  
8-07pm): 
  
1) Apologies: 
 
Cllr. L. Andrews and District and County Cllr. S. Burroughes: 
  
2) To receive declarations of interest: 
 
Cllr. Z. Mair and Cllr. M. Porter declared an interest in CEA and the Walpole and 
Cookley Playing Fields Association. Cllr. J. Lewis declared an interest as an employee 
of Suffolk County Council.  
 
3) Requests for dispensations: 
 
There were no requests for dispensations. 

4) To receive a report from the County and District Councillor: 

The Clerk said that he had sent to all councillors the written reports for the County and 
District Councils from District and County Cllr. S. Burroughes. 

Agenda Item 10 was discussed at this point of the Meeting: 

Proposal: For the construction of a two-bay cart lodge linking onto the existing three 
bay garage via one gable end wall and adjustments to roof.  
Address: Alderwood, Peasenhall Road, Walpole, Halesworth, Suffolk. IP19 9BG  
Ref: DC/21/5587/FUL  

After a long discussion, a motion was lost to reject the planning application on the basis 
of several factors. 

Proposer: Cllr. C. Leggett:   Seconder: Cllr. M. Porter: 
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After further discussion, the following motion was agreed: 

The Parish Council rejects this planning application in view of the confusion regarding 
the difference in height of the Cart Lodge in the proposal plans and what is seemingly 
intended in an email seen by the Parish Council. 

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder: Cllr. Z. Mair: 

5) Public Session: Members of the public have fifteen minutes to ask 
questions on topics on the agenda. 

There were no questions from members of the public. 

6) To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on November 
16th 2021 and the Extra-Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on November 23rd 
2021.  

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on November 16th 2021 were agreed. 

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder: Cllr. M. Porter: 

The Chairman, Cllr. R. Chase, said that he would write a ‘Thank You’ letter to the 
Parishioners regarding their help with the Christmas Lights on the Village Green. 

The Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on November 23rd 2021 
were agreed. 

Proposer: Cllr. J. Lewis:    Seconder: Cllr. Z. Mair: 

7) Highways and Road Signs: 

The Councillors discussed the signpost on the ‘three-ways’ junction in Walpole. Cllr. 
M. Porter reported that he was very pleased to see the gullies had been cleared but 
he has re-reported a ‘hidden’ gulley. 

Cllr. C. Northover said that he had obtained new batteries for the Sign Indicator Device 
(SID). He asked where councillors would like the SID to be sited? After some 
discussion, the councillors asked Cllr. C. Northover to move the SID around Walpole 
every five days or so. 

8) Walpole Old Chapel:  

 
Councillors discussed and agreed to hanging a Brown Sign for the Old Chapel as the 
Parish Council’s consent was needed. 

Proposer: Cllr. Z. Mair:    Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

9) Emergency Plan: 

Cllr. Z. Mair said that the Emergency Plan Group was meeting again to update the 
Emergency Plan.  
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10) Planning Matters: 

Proposal: For the construction of a two-bay cart lodge linking onto the existing three 
bay garage via one gable end wall and adjustments to roof.  
Address: Alderwood, Peasenhall Road, Walpole, Halesworth, Suffolk. IP19 9BG  
Ref: DC/21/5587/FUL  
 

This Agenda Item was discussed after Agenda Item 4: 

11) Clerk’s Report and Correspondence: 

The Clerk said that he had received a ‘Thank You Letter’ from the Halesworth 
Volunteer Centre and a letter from St. Elizabeth Hospice Letter asking for a Donation. 

12) Financial Report: 

a) Balances at the Bank on January 7th 2022: 

Business Community Account    £14 152-97 
Business Savings Account     £1 101-78 

b) Cheques for Payment and Receipts: 

Standing Order Will Austin – December 2021    £150-00 
Standing Order Will Austin – January 2022     £150-00 
Internet Banking Battery for SID – Cllr. Northover Reimbursement  £36-00 
Internet Banking Clerk’s Salary – October until December 2021  £610-80 
Internet Banking Clerk’s Tax – October until December 2021  £152-60 
Internet Banking Clerk’s Expenses – October until December 2021 £56-80 
Internet Banking W & C Playing Fields Trust for Use of the Pavilion £120-00 
 
The Clerk said that he had been overpaid in his salary by 20p and should he pay it 
back or take 20p off his next salary. Councillors decided to allow the Clerk to keep the 
20p overpayment. 

Proposer: Cllr. C. Leggett:   Seconder: Cllr. R. Chase: 

Receipts: 

BACS   Cemetery Burial      £155-00 
BACS   Bank Interest       £0-03 

Proposer: Cllr. C. Leggett:   Seconder: Cllr. R. Chase: 

13) To agree Audit Arrangements: 

It was agreed to use Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC) for the Internal Audit 
2021-2022. 

Proposer: Cllr. Z. Mair:   Seconder: Cllr. R. Chase: 
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14) To agree Council Risk Assessment Procedures: 

The Council Risk Assessment Procedures for 2021-2022 was agreed. 

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder: Cllr. Z. Mair: 

15) To agree Council Asset Register: 

It was agreed to look at this at the next Parish Council Meeting. 

16) To receive reports on the:  

Footpaths;  

Cllr J. Winter reported that all the footpaths were muddy but otherwise fine. 

Trees;  

Cllr. Z. Mair reported that the trees on the village Green were covered in ivy and one 
was dead. It was agreed to ask will Austin to fell the tree. 

Cemetery;  

The Clerk said that there was nothing to report. 

CEA & Allotments: 

Cllr. Z. Mair reported that the Cookpole Energy (CEA) Action Group had put the new 
shedder on the Village Green on Sunday 16th January so that local people could shred 
their Christmas Trees. She said that the CEA were planning a Community Litter Pick 
in March and a Summer Craft Fair in May. Cllr. Z. Mair said that the Summer Fair would 
replace the winter one and they hoped to be able to hold it in the Pavilion and in 
Marquees. Finally, Cllr. Z. Mair said that the CEA were now looking at purchasing Hot 
Bins so that compost could be created for gardens. 

Cllr. Z. Mair said that she wanted to approach the Old School, Walpole but no-one 
knew who to approach. The Clerk was asked to find out the building’s status, who owns 
it and what is planned for its future use from County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes. 

Cllr. Z. Mair said that she would continue to report on dilapidated properties in the two 
parishes.  

17) To receive agenda items for the Parish Council Meeting to be held on 
February 15th 2022: 

The Clerk was asked to put the Christmas Lights on the Village Green, Noticeboards 
Maintenance, Dog Bins, Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and the Asset Register on the 
Agenda for the next Parish Council Meeting. 
 
The Meeting ended at 9-14pm. 
 
 


