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Cookley & WALPOLE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A Meeting of the Parish Council was held at the Pavilion, Walpole at 7-30pm on 
Tuesday, October 19th 2021.  
 
     Minutes: 
 
Present:  
 
Cllr. R. Chase (Chairman); Cllr. C. Leggett (Vice-Chairman); Cllr. L. Andrews; Cllr. Z. Mair; 
Cllr. C. Northover; Cllr. M. Porter and Cllr. J. Winter: 
 
Also Present: 
 
Paul Widdowson (Clerk):  

1) Apologies: 

Cllr. J. Lewis and District and County Cllr. S. Burroughes: 

2) To receive declarations of interest: 

Cllr. Z. Mair and Cllr. M. Porter declared an interest in CEA and the Walpole and Cookley 
Playing Fields Association. 
 
3) Requests for dispensations: 
 
There were no requests for dispensations. 

4) To receive a report from the County and District Councillor: 

There was no report from the District and County Cllr. S. Burroughes. The clerk wondered 
if he was receiving the emails sent to him by the Parish councils. Cllr. M. Porter asked if a 
parishes meeting with Cllr. S. Burroughes at the meeting was taking place soon.  

5) Public Session: Members of the public have fifteen minutes to ask questions 
on topics on the agenda. 

There were no members of the public at the meeting. 

6) To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on September 21st 
2021.  

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on September 21st 2021 were agreed. 

Proposer: Cllr. Z. Mair:   Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

7) Highways and Road Signs: 

Cllr. M. Porter said that road signs were falling over and needed to be repaired. He said 
that none seemed to be repaired currently. The Clerk was asked to bring this to the 
attention of County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes. 
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Cllr. Z. Mair asked if a lorry survey was taking place? The Clerk said that he had some 
information and would send it on to Cllr. Z. Mair. 

8) Open Spaces Security: 

After some discussion, Councillors agreed to be alert to the security of open spaces. 

9) TV Monitor: 

Cllr. Z. Mair reported that she had taken the Parish Council’s proposal to the Walpole and 
Cookley Playing Fields Trust (W. & C PFT). The Parish Council said that they no longer 
needed a monitor. Cllr. Z. Mair said that W & C PFT would purchase a projector. 

10) Village Green Benches: 

Cllr. R. Chase said that a parishioner had suggested that the refurbished bench on the 
Village Green was returned to next to the river. Cllr. C. Leggett said that he thought that 
the bench should stay where it was which was around the stone. He said that a whole 
family could then sit around the stone looking at it together. 

It was agreed for councillors to meet on Saturday, October 30th at 10-30am on the Village 
Green to discuss and agree where to put the seat and where it would face.  

Proposer: Cllr. Z. Mair:   Seconder: Cllr. C. Northover: 

11) River Blyth Vegetation: 

Cllr. Z. Mair said that a parishioner had contacted her regarding the vegetation that was 
currently blocking the bridge which was backing up the water so that it flooded the playing 
field when there was much rain. Cllr. C. Northover disagreed saying that the vegetation at 
the bridge had no effect on the playing field flooding. 

It was agreed that Cllr. Z. Mair would reply to the parishioner stating that the Parish Council 
was unable to do much to help and to contact the Environment Agency. 

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder: Cllr. J. Winter: 

12) Cemetery Fencing:  

Cllr. Z. Mair said that some parishioners had mentioned that there is no fence around the 
cemetery and therefore animals could easily get into the cemetery. It was noted that any 
damage caused by the animals would be the animal owner’s fault but as yet, except for 
some dogs, the graveyard had not been damaged by any animals. 

It was agreed not to do anything. 

Proposer: Cllr. C. Leggett:   Seconder: Cllr. L. Andrews: 

13) Cemetery Price List: 

Councillors reviewed the Cemetery Price List and having looked at the prices charged by 
East Suffolk Council agreed to increase the charges by around 50% and to treble the 
charges for those with no current link to the two parishes.  
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The new price guide for the cemetery was agreed. 

Proposer: Cllr. J. Winter:   Seconder: Cllr. M. Porter: 

14) Emergency Plan: 

Cllr. Z. Mair said that this was still ongoing. 

15) Clerk’s Pay for 2021-2022: 

It was agreed that the Clerk’s Pay would rise by the increase in pay and to set his pay at 
Point 15 on the National Association of Local Council (NALC) Clerk’s Pay Scale 2021-
2022.  

Proposer: Cllr. M. Porter:   Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

16) Planning Matters: To discuss and agree the following planning application: 

Proposal: Certificate of Lawful Use (Existing) - The applicant recently reinstated a 
vehicular access that has been present at the property since at least 1972, but which in 
recent years, was not fully used. This application seeks a Lawful Development Certificate 
enabling the old access to be used to enable two cars to be parked off road within the rear 
garden of the property. Photographic evidence and statements from a previous owner of 
The Old Post Office, neighbours and Parish Councillors accompany this application by 
way of verification that the vehicular access from Church Hill has been in existence from 
at least 1972, but possibly even longer. The picket gates that were erected by the 
immediate previous owners of the property were still in place across the access when the 
applicant purchased the property in 2019 and were simply removed at that time.  
Address: The Old Post Office, Church Hill, Walpole, Suffolk. IP19 9AP  
Ref: DC/21/4351/CLE 
 
The Parish Council approved this planning application. 
 
Proposer: Cllr. J. Winter:   Seconder: Cllr. Z. Mair: 
 
Cllr. Z. Mair reported that she was in a continued dialogue with East Suffolk Council over 
a dilapidated property. 

17) Clerk’s Report and Correspondence: 

The Clerk reported that he had received a Payroll Invoice from Suffolk Association of 
Local Councils, a receipt from the Information Commissioner and a ‘Thank-You’ Letter 
from East Anglia’s Children Hospices. 

18) Financial Report: 

a) Balances at the Bank on October 7th 2021: 

Business Community Account    £14 625-77 
Business Savings Account     £1 101-75 
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b) Payment and Receipts: 

Standing Order Will Austin – November 2021   £150-00 
Internet Banking SALC Six Months Payroll Service Invoice   £22-80 
 
Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder: Cllr. M. Porter: 

19) To receive reports on the:  

Footpaths; 

Cllr. Z. Mair asked if the bridge had been repaired. Cllr. J. Winter reported that the bridge 
had still not been repaired and he would ask Suffolk County council when it would be. 

Cllr. Z. Mair said that red bins are supplied by East Suffolk Council and that getting a new 
one was in hand. 

Trees;  

It was noted that a tree needed to be cut down on the Village Green. Cllr R. Chase said 
that he would ask Will Austin. 

Cemetery;  

The Clerk said that a funeral and burial took place on September 27th 2021 and another 
funeral and burial would take place on October 29th 2021. 

CEA & Allotments: 

Cllr. Z. Mair reported that Cookpole Energy Action (CEA) met monthly and in the last 
meeting had discussed how pressing apples had created 80 litres of pasteurised apple 
juice. They had been bottled, labelled and were on sale for £2-50 a bottle. 

She said that CEA were applying to Suffolk County Council for a licence to hold an event 
over a weekend in the grounds of the old primary school. Finally she reported that the 
allotments had held an Annual General Meeting and there had been much enthusiasm. 
She said that the shredder still needed to be unveiled.  

20) To receive agenda items for the Parish Council Meeting to be held on 
November 16th 2021: 

There were no items to be put on the next Parish Council Meeting Agenda. 
 
The Meeting ended at 9-20pm. 
 
 


