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Cookley & WALPOLE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A Meeting of the Parish Council was held virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, January 19th 
2021 at 7pm.  
 
     Minutes: 
 
Present:  
 
Cllr. Z. Mair (Chairman until 7-05pm); Cllr. C. Leggett (Vice-Chairman); Cllr. L. Andrews; Cllr. 
R. Chase (Chairman from 7-05pm); Cllr. J. Lewis; Cllr. C. Northover, Cllr. M. Porter and Cllr. 
J. Winter:  
 
Also Present: 
 
Paul Widdowson (Clerk): 

1) To elect a Chair and receive the Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office: 

Cllr. R. Chase was elected unopposed.  

Proposer: Cllr. M. Porter:  Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

2) Apologies: 

District and County Cllr. S. Burroughes 

3) To receive declarations of interest: 

Cllr. Z. Mair and Cllr. M. Porter declared an interest in CEA and Cookpole. Cllr. J. Lewis 
declared an interest as an employee of Suffolk County Council. 
 
4) Requests for dispensations: 
 
There were no requests for dispensations. 

5) To receive a report from the County and District Councillor: 

There was no report from District and County Cllr. S. Burroughes.  

Cllr. Z. Mair said that the written County Report was very good with the County Council creating 
‘Quiet Lanes’ and backing more fibre wiring across Suffolk.  

6) Public Session: Members of the public have fifteen minutes to ask questions on 
topics on the agenda. 

There were no members of the public at the meeting. 

7) To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on November 17th 2020: 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday, November 19th 2020 were agreed 
as amended with the trees being liquid amber, oak and lime in Item 7. 
 
Proposer: Cllr. C. Leggett:  Seconder: Cllr. M. Porter:  
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8) Village Green: 

Cllr. M. Porter reported that he had spoken to Will Austin regarding cutting back the brambles 
at the base of the hedge on the southern boundary of the Village Green.  

Cllr. Z. Mair said that a grant had been applied for from Cllr. S. Burroughes in order to buy a 
second bench for the Village Green which the Clerk confirmed had arrived in the accounts.  

It was agreed that Cllr. C. Northover would order a new bench and would ask for the invoice 
to be addressed to the Parish Council.   

Proposer: Cllr. Z. Mair:   Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

9) Highways and Speeding:  

Councillors discussed the new concept of ‘Quiet Lanes’ asking what they meant and how they 
would be enforced.  

Cllr. R. Chase said that he would approach Cllr. S. Burroughes for an answer.  

10) Emergency Plan: 

Cllr. Z. Mair said that she was currently working on revising the personnel and said that it was 
still a work in progress.   

11) River Blyth Sign: 

Cllr. C. Northover believed that the sign needed to be made from Stainless Steel at Marine 
Grade. He also noted that the sign will change as it is viewed from different angles. He also 
asked how it should be affixed to the bridge? 

Cllr. Z. Mair asked about what ‘font’ should be used for the lettering? Cllr. C. Northover said 
that he would get examples of the fonts and how they look once applied. He noted that the 
expense of the sign would be in the material used. 

It was agreed that Cllr. C. Northover would bring the above information to the next Parish 
Council Meeting. 

Proposer: Cllr. Z. Mair:   Seconder: Cllr. L. Andrews: 

12) Walpole Sign: 

Cllr. C. Northover said that the parishioner who refurbished the Cookley sign was willing to do 
the same for the Walpole sign but had asked to complete this refurbishment in the Spring when 
the weather gets better. Councillors agreed to the parishioner refurbishing the sign in the 
spring. 

Proposer: Cllr. M. Porter:  Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

13) Planning Matters:  

There were no planning applications. 

Cllr. Z. Mair reported that she had been talking to East Suffolk Council regarding a building at 
risk and would be working with them over the next few months. 
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14) Clerk’s Report, Correspondence and Donations: 

The Clerk reported that he had received the latest ‘Clerks and Councillors Newsletter’ and 
letters regarding the Precept, Open Space Study Consultation and the Draft Historic 
Environment Supplementary Planning Document Consultation from East Suffolk Council. The 
Clerk said that he had also received a letter from Sizewell C regarding a mistake made in the 
Consultation Plan and from a member of the Jehovah’s Witness who had also sent a copy of 
the ‘Watchtower’ magazine. 
 
Finally the Clerk reported that he had received an email from East Suffolk Council’s New 
Communities Officer, Nicola Jenner, who had asked to attend a future Parish Council Meeting 
to discuss her role. It was agreed to invite her to one of the next two Parish Council Meetings 
on February 16th or March 16th 2021. 

15) Financial Report: 

a) Balances at the Bank on January 7th 2021: 

Business Community Account    £10 597-81 
Business Savings Account     £1 101-66 

b) Cheques for Payment and Receipts: To approve payments and to review receipts. 

Payments 
 
Standing Order Will Austin – September 2020    £150-00 
Standing Order Will Austin – October 2020     £150-00 
Standing Order Will Austin – November 2020     £150-00 
Standing Order Will Austin – December 2020     £150-00 
Standing Order Will Austin – January 2021     £150-00 
BACS  Cookley Sign Design and Refurbishment    £480-00 
BACS  Hattens Farm Nursery for Viillage Green New Trees  £78-00 

Receipts: 

BACS  Bank Interest         £0-03 
BACS  Norse Group Community Donation for Village Green Bench £200-00 
BACS  East Suffolk Council        £328-00 
 
Proposer: Cllr. Z. Mair:   Seconder: Cllr. R. Chase: 

16) Payroll Service: 

The Clerk reported that Ladywell Accountancy Services who look after the Parish Council’s 
payroll are ending their service from the end of the Financial Year ie March 2021 will be the 
last one. 
 
It was agreed that the Parish Council approach the Suffolk Association of Local Councils 
(SALC) to see if they would take over providing the service.  
 
Proposer: Cllr. M. Porter:  Seconder: Cllr. Z. Mair: 
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17) New Policies: 

Audit and Impact Assessment 
Data Consent Form 
Data Protection and Information Management Policy 
Procedures for Dealing with Data Breaches 
Procedures for Dealing with Subject Access Requests 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk would email these policies to the councillors so they could read 
them and decide at the next Parish Council Meeting in February.  

18) Current Policies: 

Equal Opportunities Policy 
Privacy Notice for Residents 
Privacy Notice for Staff and Councillors 
Privacy Notice for New Councillors 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk would email these policies to the councillors so they could read 
them and decide at the next Parish Council Meeting in February.  

19) To receive reports on the:  

Footpaths; 

Cllr. J. Winter said there were many walkers walking through a quagmire as the footpaths were 
so wet.   

Trees;  

There was no report. 

Cemetery; 

There was no report. 

CEA & Allotments: 

It was reported that the CEA had applied for a grant for a community shredder.  

20) To receive agenda items for the Parish Council Meeting to be held on February 
16th 2021: 

The Clerk was asked to send a list of Meeting dates and the new Communities Officer, Nicola 
Jenner, was to be invited to one of the next two Parish Council Meetings on February 16th or 
March 16th 2021. Internal control Statement and Report and the Bench and signs were also to 
be put on the agenda in February. 

The Meeting ended at 8-38pm. 


