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Cookley & WALPOLE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A Meeting of the Parish Council was held virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, July 
21st 2020 at 7pm.  
 
     Minutes: 
 
Present:  
 
Cllr. Z. Mair (Chairman); Cllr. C. Leggett (Vice-Chairman); Cllr. R. Chase; Cllr. J. Lewis and 
Cllr. M. Porter:  
 
Also Present: 
 
Paul Widdowson (Clerk): 

1) Apologies: 

Apologies from Cllr. L. Andrews; Cllr. D. Cask; Cllr. C. Northover and Cllr. D. Whitwood were 
accepted. County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes sent his apologies. 
 
Cllr. J. Winter was not present. 

2) To receive declarations of interest: 

Cllr. Z. Mair and Cllr. M. Porter declared interests in CEA and Cookpole. 
 
3) Requests for dispensations: 
 
There were no requests for dispensations. 

4) To receive a report from the County and District Councillor: 

There was no report from County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes. 

5) Public Session: Members of the public have fifteen minutes to ask questions on 
topics on the agenda. 

There were no members of the public at the meeting. 

6) To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on June 16th 2020: 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on June 16th 2020 were agreed. 

Proposer: Cllr. J. Lewis:   Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

7) Sizewell C: 

The Clerk said that he had received a letter together with a Memory Stick with all the papers 
being submitted by Sizewell C to the Planning Inspectorate for a Development Consent Order. 
He said that whilst the Planning Inspectorate are looking at the papers, they also welcome 
comments from interested parties regarding the papers submitted to them. The Clerk said that 
the period open to interested parties to make comments was until September 30th 2020.  
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After some discussion, the Council decided to note the letter and for individual councillors to 
reply if they so wished. 

Proposer: Cllr. Z. Mair:   Seconder: Cllr. J. Lewis: 

8) War Memorial and the Village Green: 

Cllr. Z. Mair reported that she had received responses from parishioners regarding a new 
bench and they had not indicated any preference for any particular colour. Cllr. Z. Mair said 
that a black bench was cheaper than a brown or a black and brown bench.  

It was agreed that Cllr. C. Northover would order a brown or a brown and black bench.  

Proposer: Cllr. M. Porter:  Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

9) Highways and Speeding: 

Cllr. Z. Mair reported that the Sign Indicator Device (SID) was being moved around but it was 
noted that many signs around the parishes have not be repaired. The Parish Council hoped 
that Suffolk Highways would make road signage a higher priority than they seem to have done 
so up to now. 

10) Emergency Plan: 

Cllr. Z. Mair said that the meeting to review and update the Parish Council Emergency Plan 
had not happened yet. She therefore reported that the meeting with Cllr. L. Andrews, Cllr. Z. 
Mair, Cllr. J. Winter and the parishioner, Mark Wenham still had to take place. 

11) River Blyth Sign: 

Cllr. Z. Mair said that no progress had been made as Cllr. C. Northover had been busy 
elsewhere. 

12) Cookley Sign: 

Cllr. R. Chase reported that no progress had been made. 

13) Monitor: 

The Clerk said that it depends upon when the Pavilion reopens to when the Parish Council 
would like the Monitor delivered. Cllr. Z. Mair said that she hoped that the Pavilion could be 
opened in September with all the arrangements made for Coronavirus.  
 
Councillors hoped to have their next Parish Council Meeting in the Pavilion. 

Proposer: Cllr. M. Porter:  Seconder: Cllr. R. Chase: 

14) Planning Matters: 

There were no planning matters. 
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15) Clerk’s Report, Correspondence and Donations: 

The Clerk reported that he had received ‘Thank You’ Letters from Disability Advice Service 
(East Suffolk), East Anglian Air Ambulance, East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices and Alzheimer’s 
Society for the Parish Council’s donations.  

The Clerk said that Age UK Suffolk had ceased to trade so he reported that he and the 
chairman had decided that the donation cheque for £25 should be stopped despite a £12-50 
Bank Charge. 

The Clerk reported that he had received an invoice from the Walpole and Cookley Playing 
Fields Trust asking for £54 for three Meetings at £18 per session. 

It was agreed to pay the invoice 

Proposer: Cllr. M. Porter:   Seconder: Cllr. Z. Mair: 

The Clerk said that he had received invoices from Will Austin. It was agreed to pay outstanding 
invoices regarding his contract. 

Proposer: Cllr. C. Leggett:  Seconder: Cllr. Z. Mair: 

The Clerk said that he would be receiving the Internal Audit Fee Invoice soon and it was agreed 
to pay the invoice. 
 
Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder: Cllr. J. Lewis: 

16) Financial Report: 
 

a) Balances at the Bank on July 7th 2020: 
 
Business Community Account     £9 330-34 
Business Savings Account      £1 101-48 
 

b) Cheques for Payment and Receipts: 

BACS  Walpole and Cookley PFA     £54-00 
BACS  Stopped Chq 101070 Fee     £12-50 
 
Receipts: 
 
BACS  Bank Interest        £0-30 
BACS  Credit £25 as Chq. 101070 Stopped    £25-00 

Proposer: Cllr. M. Porter:  Seconder: Cllr. R. Chase: 

17) Acceptance of the Internal Auditors Report and to pay their invoice: 

The Councillors reviewed and accepted the Internal Audit Report, the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return Internal Audit Report 2019-2020 and agreed to pay the invoice to Suffolk 
Association of Local Councils (SALC) who had completed the Internal Audit.  

Proposer: Cllr. Z. Mair:    Seconder: Cllr. M. Porter: 
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18) Website: 

The Clerk explained that the website was becoming ever more important and with the 
coronavirus, all the accounts not only have to be on the website but the internal audit checks 
them on there too. He said that he thought it was becoming too much for someone not being 
paid to keep the website up-to-date and to put material on within short timespans. The Clerk 
said that it costs £60 for the Community Action Suffolk to host. The clerk said that another 
Parish Council uses Suffolk Cloud costing £100 to host and £120 to keep up to date.  

It was agreed that the Clerk should approach Suffolk Cloud and to try and negotiate a three-
year deal.  

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:    Seconder: Cllr. M. Porter: 

It was suggested that a notice was put on the noticeboards that all information was on the 
website now. 

It was also agreed that a ‘Thank You’ card and a £30 gift was given to the parishioner for all 
her years updating and managing the website. 

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:    Seconder: Cllr. M. Porter: 

19) To receive reports on: 

Footpaths; 

There was no report for Walpole but Cllr. R. Chase said that in Cookley the paths were well 
used but very overgrown. 

Trees;  

There was no report although Cllr. Z. Mair reported that she could no longer see the river 
because of the growth of the trees. 

Cemetery;  

The Clerk said that the Parish Council had received £70 for a headstone. 

CEA & Allotments: 

Cllr. Z. Mair said that the Craft Barn had been cancelled in November because of the 
coronavirus. 

External Meetings & Training: 

It was noted that all Parish Council training was online. 

20) To receive agenda items for the Parish Council Meeting to be held on September 
15th 2020: 

There were no agenda items for the next meeting but Cllr. R. Chase wondered if the next 
meeting could be held in the pavilion. It was agreed that this would be discussed when the 
agenda was finalised. 
 
The Meeting ended at 8-50pm.  


