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Cookley & WALPOLE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday, February 18th 2020 in the 
Pavilion, Walpole at 7-30pm.  
 
     Minutes: 
 
Present:  
 
Cllr. Z. Mair (Chairman); Cllr. R. Chase; Cllr. J. Lewis; Cllr. C. Leggett; Cllr. C. 
Northover; Cllr. M. Porter; Cllr. D. Whitwood and Cllr. J. Winter:  
 
Also Present: 
 
Paul Widdowson (Clerk): 

1) Apologies: 

County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes: 
 
Cllr. D. Cask was not present. 
 
The Chair reported that a parishioner had come forward for co-option to the council but 
had to give apologies for tonight. 

2) To receive declarations of interest: 

Cllr. Z. Mair and Cllr. M. Porter declared interests in CEA and Cookpole. 
 
3) Requests for dispensations: 
 
There were no requests for dispensations. 

4) To receive a report from the County and District Councillor: 
 
Cllr. S. Burroughes apologised for not being at the meeting in his written apology and 
asked if the council could meet on another day of the week as he found it very difficult 
with all his other commitments to come to the Parish Council Meeting on the third 
Tuesday of the Month. It was agreed that the Clerk would ask Cllr. S. Burroughes which 
day of the week was the best for his attendance.  
 
Cllr. S. Burroughes provided a written report for both councils. Councillors noted that 
there was much about Felixstowe and there was some discussion on the Northern 
Bypass.  
 
5) Public Session: Members of the public have fifteen minutes to ask 

questions on topics on the agenda. 

There were no members of the public at the Meeting. 
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6) To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 
January 21st 2020 and the Extra-Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday, February 6th 2020: 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on January 21st 2020 were agreed. 
 
Proposed: Cllr. M. Porter:   Seconded: Cllr. R. Chase: 
 
The Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on February 6th 2020 
were agreed. 
 
Proposed: Cllr. D. Whitwood:   Seconded: Cllr. Z. Mair: 

7) War Memorial and the Village Green: 
 
Cllr. Z. Mair reported that the ground was too wet currently to move the stone on to its 
prepared space. Cllr. R. Chase asked if the sculptures had been moved from the 
Village Green. Cllr. Z. Mair said that she would look for them to be moved. 
 
It was agreed to not do any dredging as the expert reports indicated that it would just 
cause problems further down the river and later in the year. Cllr. D. Whitwood felt that 
already much money had been spent on the Village Green. 
 
Cllr. Z. Mair said that she did not wish to see councillors using chainsaws to prune 
trees which could inflict terrible injuries to save the council money. She said that 
professionals should be used for this type of work. Cllr. Z. Mair proposed getting a local 
professional to deal with the Village Green tree that has fallen on to a parishioner’s 
property but to leave all the other fallen trees to decay. She also proposed taking down 
a dead tree and all the dead hanging branches on the Village Green. Cllr. Z. Mair finally 
proposed that the Weeping Willow Tree needed pollarding and suggested that there 
was a site meeting next week. Cllr. C. Leggett said that he would help pollard the tree. 
 
The Councillors agreed to all of the proposals. 

Proposed: Cllr. Z. Mair:   Seconded: Cllr. J. Winter: 

8) Highways and Speeding: 
 
Cllr. R. Chase reported that the Sign Indicator Device was in the middle of the bridge 
currently. He said that the signs were falling over all over Cookley and Walpole 
Parishes either through being hit or going rusty. After some discussion, it was agreed 
that Cllr. J. Lewis would speak to Suffolk County Council Highways about it. 

Proposed: Cllr. R. Chase:  Seconded: Cllr. J. Whitwood: 

9) River Blyth Sign: 

Cllr. Z. Mair said that there was nothing to report. She said that she and Cllr. C. 
Northover would get a quote for the next meeting. 
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10) Planning Matters: 

The Clerk said that there were no planning applications outstanding. 

Cllr. Z. Mair said that she has contacted East Suffolk Council regarding a derelict 
property.  

It was also noted that the planning appeal by Cllr. R. Chase, Peartree Farm, Cookley. 
IP19 0LP (Ref: APP/X3540/Y/19/3238095) had not been agreed by the Planning 
Inspector. 

11) Clerk’s Report, Correspondence and Donations: 

The Clerk reported that he had received a poster to put on the noticeboard from East 
Suffolk Council regarding the Casual Vacancy for Walpole created by the resignation 
of former Cllr. A. Thomas. The Clerk said that the time for parishioners to ask for an 
election to fill the vacancy would expire on February 24th 2020. The Clerk said that he 
had received an email from a parishioner wishing to fill one of the Cookley vacancies 
and this would be on the agenda in March. Finally the Clerk said that he received a 
letter with the East Suffolk Authority Monitoring Report.  

12) Financial Report: 
 
a) Balances at the Bank on February 7th 2020: 

Business Community Account     £7 877-47 
Business Savings Account      £1 100-79 
 

b) Cheques for Payment and Receipts: 
 
Cheques: 

Chq 101161 Community Heartbeat    £162-00 
Chq 101162 Clerk’s Salary     £549-60 
Chq 101163 Clerk’s Tax      £137-40 
 
Receipts: 
 
200088 Cemetery Gravestone Receipt   £70-00 
 
Proposed: Cllr. M. Porter:   Seconded: Cllr. D. Whitwood: 
 
13) Projector & Screen or Monitor: 
 
Cllr. Z. Mair thanked Cllr. C. Northover for researching the availability and price of 
monitors.  
 
After some discussion it was agreed to rent a 65’’ Television Monitor from Hughes 
Store in Halesworth for £20 + VAT per month on a five-year contract. 
 
Proposed: Cllr. M. Porter:   Seconded: Cllr. Z. Mair: 
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14) To agree Audit Arrangements: 
 
It was agreed for Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC) to be the Parish 
Council’s Internal Auditors for the 2019-2020 Accounts. 
 
Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder: Cllr. J. Winter: 

15) To agree Council Risk Assessment Procedures: 

The Council Risk Assessment Procedures were agreed with the section on allotments 
taken off as the Parish Council did not own any allotments. 
 
This was subsequently corrected at the next meeting on May 4th 2020 by Anne Thomas, 
Secretary, Walpole Allotments and Leisure Gardens Association who wrote that while it is 
true that the Parish Council does not own any allotments it does have some responsibilities 
re the Neave Close Allotments. She said that the allotment site was leased by Suffolk 
Coastal District Council - the 'Superior Landlord', to Cookley and Walpole Parish Council 
- 'the Landlord' by Underlease dated November 6th 2012, and for a period of 21 years. 
Cookley and Walpole Parish Council let the property to the Walpole Allotments and Leisure 
Gardens Association - the 'Tenant' on the same date, and for the same duration - 21 years. 
Under the terms of the agreement - item 8 of the Agreement -the Tenant ie the Allotments 
Society - has an obligation to insure the Property with 'an insurance office or underwriters 
of repute'....  
 
Proposer: Cllr. J. Winter:   Seconder: Cllr. D. Whitwood: 
 
16) To agree Council Asset Register: 
 
The Council Asset Register was reviewed and agreed. 
 
Proposer: Cllr. C. Leggett:   Seconder: Cllr. M. Porter: 
 
17) To agree Internal Control Reports: 
 
It was agreed to review the Reports with the new Statement at the next Parish Council 
Meeting in March. 
 
18) To receive reports on the:  
 
Footpaths;  
 
Cllr. J. Winter reported that the footpaths were very wet and many branches had come 
down. He also reported that the bridge was very slippery. 
 
Trees;  
 
There was no report.  
 
Cemetery;  
 
There was no report except that £70 had been received for a gravestone for a recent 
burial. 
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CEA & Allotments; 
 
Cllr. Z. Mair said that there had not been a CEA meeting. 
 
External Meetings & Training: 
 
It was agreed to put the Internal Control Statement and reports and the George Calver 
Charity on the March Agenda. 
 
Cllr Z Mair informed the Parish Council that there would be a meeting in Walpole 
Pavilion on Tuesday, March 3rd at 7pm to discuss holding a few services a year at St 
Mary’s Church, Walpole. This would require the creation of a Parochial Church Council 
including a Church Warden.  

19) To receive agenda items for the Parish Council Meeting to be held on March 
17th 2020: 

It was agreed to put the Internal Control Statement and Reports and George Calver 
Charity on the next Agenda.  
 
The Meeting ended at 9-30pm. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


