Cookley and Walpole Parish Council

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY
RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement: Wednesday, 11" June 2025

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return
(AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice. It will not be reviewed by the
appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has certified itself as exempt from the
appointed auditor’s review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR, the accounting
records for the financial year to which it relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills,
vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records must be made available
for inspection by any person interested. For the year ended 31 March 2025, these documents
will be available on reasonable notice by application to:

Name: Paul Widdowson (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer)
Address: 69 Dukes Drive, Halesworth, Suffolk. IP19 8DR

Tel: 01986 872114

Email: cookleyandwalpoleclerk@gmail.com

commencing on Monday 16th June 2025 and ending on Friday 1st August 2025
3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:
¢ The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and

« The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appaointed
auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that
an item of account is unlawful. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor
and a copy sent to the smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose
between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed auditor if
questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 lead to the
involvement of the auditor. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD

(sba@pkf-I.com)

5. This announcement is made by Paul Widdowson, Responsible Financial Officer,
Cookley and Walpole Parish Council




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller

authorities, other organisations and the public conceming the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) — (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-12 July
2024 for 2023/24 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here



means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what' questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area;

why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;

details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and

details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report. :

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Loca! Audit and Accountability Act 2074,

A final word

You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal compiaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against
an auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

If you wish to contact your authority's appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Refurn.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to
vour rights are available from the NAO website.




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

Cooiceey AwD ALloLL FRLIst Coumce

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of interna control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm. to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

Agraad

Yes'means that this auhory.

+ \We have put in place arangements for effective financial | prepared its accounting statements in accordance

| management during the year, and for the preparation of | \/ with the Accounts and Audit Regulations. I
 the accounting statements. { !
et i e N A S R —— s ———

2. We maintained an adequatn svstern of internal contro; } made proper dcmngemems and ac‘.ep!ed responsfbmty I
ncluding measures designed to prevent and detec! frave / | for safeguarding the public money and resgurces in i
and corruplion and rewewed its effectiveneass. { - its charge |

e e — I S TE————S————————————— - —— sl

. has only done what rf has the legal power lo do and has
| compiied with Proper Practices n doing so.

We lnm all rraascnab%e stnps to assufe ourseive-;
inat there are no malters of actual or potential
nor-compliance with laws, regutations and Proper } /
Practices thal could have a significant financial effect i |
on the ability of this autherity to conduct its ﬁ i
business or manage ils finances. ‘ i

b ettt A T S . e

4 We provided proper opoartunity during the veaf  for { i | durig the yﬁear gave alt persons mrere.stad ihe r‘i),nﬂf!lmr! y {0
the exercise of eleciors’ rghls in accordance with the ! J i inspect and ask questions about this autharity s accounis. |
requirsments of the Accaunts and Audil Reguiations. | j |

| 5. We camed out an assessmant of the risks facing this i i mns.dered and cocumented the finarcial and alfer risks i
autharity and took appropaate sleps o manage those ] / ‘ facas and dgeaft with them property.
risks, including the introduction of nternal controls ancior |
external i inSUrance cover where reguired, |

= e e e ————————————————— e bttt

We mamlamed throuthul the year an adequate and . - arranged for a competenl person, independsnt of the hinancial !
afective systern of intermal audit of the accourting { controls and procedures, fc give an objective view on whether
records and control syslems | | | infernat cont irols meel the needs of this smaﬂer au!honfy {
4 We took appropnate achon on :al! matters raised ; /- i | 'ew;mrded o matters brought o its attenbo.vl by intermal =md
in reports from internat and exlemal audit. ‘ { - external audil.
| S (S ARSI SENUmI: R,
| 8 Wc consndered whether any lmgal on. iabilities or i | dlSFfﬂde evs:rym;r:g it shouid have about its business actrwry |
commitments, cvents or fransactions, accurming eiher | { 1 guring (he year inciuding events taking place after the year

durng or after the year-end, have & financial impact on i - end if relevant.
this authorty and. where appropriaie, have mciuded them | ! |
in the acacou'mng stalernent:- { | i J

[1+]

(For local councils orly] Trust funds mciudlng
charitable In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilites for the fund({s/assets, including

has met ail of its req;:ons:bdmes where as & bcdy g
| corporale it is a sole managing trustee of & local frust |
OF frusts. |

i |
‘ i | 4
| financial reporting and, if required. independent : ./ f ‘
i emmmanon or audlt 5 ! !

*For any statement to which the response is 'no’, an explanation must be publlshed

This Annual Governance Stalement was approved at @ | Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: | appraval was given;

1504/ 20L5 |
/ / ! Chair /@\&\ﬁ&

and recorded as minute reference:

Teem 14 (a} | cierk Fasid dtellicnss

The authority website/
been p}lEiISh_EE. _
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024/25 for
COOKiky A LAl océ TRRISH Counterd

Year ending

SRR 0 SR B RS e S Ty et PO S S ASEE

31 March i all »s o nearest-£1. Do not leave any

2025 boxes biznk and report E0 or Nil-balances. All figufes nist -
£ agree fo underlying financial records

i Balances brought | Total batances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward ' | ’; 1 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree fo
I 9-4";2'1 "" 13 ;L | Box 7 of previous year. 1
7 {+) Precept or Rates and | Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies) |
r Levies I 0 fa o ] { { O O O i :zzng or receivable in the year. Exclude any granis |
b A ST S Sl (e SR 4
| 2 (+) Total ather rpce:pts [ | ' Tmaf ncome or recerpa‘s as rer;orded in the cashbook iess i
| | g | { ‘ /i ( ' the precept ar ratesdevies received (line 2}. include any !
: ! q ; grdnf.'s received ‘
’ 4 { ) Slaff msts ! 1 Tolaf expendrlure or payments made o and on behaif J
i i f | 3 .)’ 2 ':i . of ail empioyees. Inciude gross salaries and wages,
Sy Z J : | empiayers NI contnbutions. employers pension
‘ Comnbu!mns gratuities and severance payments |
| 5 (-} Loan interest/capital | Toh.' expenditure or paymenis of capital and mlere.sl l
| repayments { ﬂ',f:( A‘f ; made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any)

} : ! Tata! expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
é, | book less staff costs (line 4} and loan interest/capital
|
3 iL ' é 0 J repayments (ine 5).

: =) Balances carned . Talal balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must

fjerard { Hf:}gg_ i }}1‘{,‘ @equarf1+z+3)-(4+5+ﬁ)

| B Total value of r-ash and [ | The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
| sh ' ? l d st 31 March - |
short term investments ! ! holdings and short term invesiments held as at 31 March — |

' ‘;"‘? 32‘ { 2 {1 | To agree with bank reconciliation. |

. ! Total ﬁxed asset's plus !

AR {

g 4 The value of ali ihe property the authority owns — it 1';; made | ‘

‘ !
long term investments ! | up of all its fixed assels and long term investments as at
~ and assets ,24‘23 l& 3 i‘g | 37 March ]
; 1 ‘l Total borrowings ‘ | The oulstanding capital balance as at 31 March of ajf a'oans‘
f | Nic ! (C ! from rmrd pames {mcludm PWLBJ !
| ; i 9

For Local Councils Onfy ‘

' 3 a. Diure nole e Trusi funds
Uncludmg i:hantable:

The Council, a5 a body corporate. acts as sole trustee and
i s rpqpunvhié fﬁr manaqmq Trusi rund.s CH’ asaat.s

I
|
4

| ‘ Thex figures in fhe accounting sratemenrs above
R ‘/ exclude any Trust transactions.

. MENNEENE: WS SERREEN— NS ———

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accountng | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Siatements in this Annual Governance and Accountability " approved by this authority on this date:

Return have been prepared on either a receipls and { .
payments or income and expenditure basis following the [ % / o .f,,,/ 2018
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller |

Authorities - @ Practitioners Guide to Proper Practces and

1 11b. Dfsciosure nole re Tr..sst funds i
{including chantable}

S UL SR, e,

present fairly the financial position of this authority.  as recorded in minute reference:
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being ﬁ o ](, ( é
presented to the authority for approval i

/‘ ( L) J cltwwa. . Signed by Chair of the meeting where the

Accounting Statements were approved

Date 15/ ’*/ lors )Q/\Cm@ss
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Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2024/25 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the ég;jf:er of gross income or gross E)f.peﬂdiib‘:'%‘.
did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2025, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit

(Smaller Authorities} Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2025 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2025
notifying the external auditor.

CoOKCLEY AND [Ailelé FALiISK Counert

certifies that during the financial year 2024/25, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the
year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2024/25: ‘£ [ 111-39
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2024/25: £ ? <91~ fl

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it

cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

+ The authority was in existence on 1st April 2021
. In relation to the preceding financial year (2023/24), the external auditor has not:
- issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
. igsued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Scheduie 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 (“the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice
+ commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
. The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Acl.

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both),

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2). Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate. published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2025.
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer  Date | confirm that this Certificate of
, 1 ) Exemption was approved by this i
/;uv[ MJ(,\LM fs‘/alr/zf-“d' authority on this date: /f/oé/Zch
Signed by Chair Date as recorded in minute reference:
A% /S oy 25 Teem 14 (e
Generic email address of Authority Telephone number
Cocictey éal welgole cles Kt.jmu;f .Com i8¢ 83214

*Published web address

heeps // co0k fey andulpele . Sppthe . clad
ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not

both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2025. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT.
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